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W

ith the
Christmas
season fully
upon us, I would like
to take a moment to
introduce myself and
reﬂect upon this past year
with gratitude for our
Jeff Olson, President/CEO
members, employees,
and business partners. In this second year of COVID,
we continue to have much to be grateful for, and what a
wonderful opportunity to share some thoughts of the year
that has led to this season of celebration.
I joined Price Electric in September, ﬁlling the vacancy
left by the previous CEO’s retirement. I have been working
in the cooperative world for over 30 years, and have a bit of
history with Price, as I worked on the implementation and
maintenance of PEC’s computer system in the early 1990s.
I have been involved in the technology realm of cooperative
business for much of my career, and have served on a
number of regional and national committees, including
18 years as the chair of Dairyland Power Cooperative’s
Operations and Technology Advisory Committee. I’ve
also worked with state agencies and NRECA in various
capacities. I hold a degree in agricultural engineering
technology, a master’s degree in information technology,
and completed NRECA’s management internship program.
My wife, Teresa, and I have four adult children, and
most of my free time in the past was spent coaching youth
sports. In this new chapter, I am looking forward to us
becoming active members of our new community. I’ve been
meeting people and making community connections that I
am counting on strengthening over the coming months and
future years. I have been warmly welcomed and am excited
to continue exploring my new Northwoods home.
In experiencing this second pandemic year, it has
become increasingly important for us to ﬁnd bright spots
that encourage us. Here at Price Electric, we have been

fortunate to continue serving our membership; we have
welcomed you back into our lobby and have seen many
new faces as people discover the joy of living in Price
Electric’s service area. We have seen record numbers
of new services since the beginning of the pandemic,
and each one means there is another member of our
cooperative family to meet.
Resilience has become required of everyone over
these last two years, and PEC employees have remained
steadfast in their dedication to their work. The cooperative
operates every day because employees show up, give
their all, and most importantly, learn and develop as
professionals. We celebrate
our employees and appreciate
We have seen
each and every one for the
of new
value they bring to our work
services since the
life. We are looking forward
to introducing you to our
beginning of the
employees in future issues of
pandemic, and each
WEC News.
one means there is
PEC has the pleasure of
another member of
working with a number of
our
trusted business partners, and
to meet.
for them we are thankful.
They assist and provide
support in numerous ways that allow us to further focus on
our members and they balance out the cooperative’s needs
skillfully. We are appreciative of these local businesses
partnerships that support our communities.
Many ﬁnd this time of year to be one of contemplation,
remembrance, and intention. There is no better occasion
than the Christmas season to recall the cooperative
way: PEC exists because people like you recognized a
community’s need and gathered in the spirit of building
something that would beneﬁt the greater good. It is my
honor to lead PEC in the spirit of the cooperative way and
not only carry on, but also position PEC as your energy
solutions cooperative.

numbers

record

cooperative
family

www.PriceElectric.coop

PriceDecember2021.indd 1

MY CO-OP

Merry, Warm,
and Bright Greetings
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• Clean oven burners regularly.
• Match the pan size to the burner
you’re using.

Be sure to spend time this holiday season with those who
mean the most. Above: Carson, Madison, and Brooklyn Janak
bake with great grandma, Linda. Below: Lila and Cordi (center)
decorate cookies with their older cousins, Cassy and Taylar.

• Use small appliances like slow cookers
and toaster ovens when possible.
• Resist the urge to open the oven
door to check on your food while it’s
cooking.
16
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SPACE HEATER SAFETY

HOLIDAY DECORATING TIPS
FOR AN ENERGY-WISE HOME

W

hether you’ve already decked your sure it’s weatherproof and intended for
outdoor use. When looking for new
halls or you’re just getting started,
lighting and holiday accessories, don’t
there’s still time to incorporate energy
savings into your holiday décor planning. forget about the great local retailers
serving our communities!
If you haven’t strung your twinkle
If Clark Griswold’s décor style is a
lights, be sure to use LED light strands.
bit much for your taste, consider a more
LEDs consume far less energy than
natural approach. With
incandescent lights
those greenery clippings
and they can last
from your recently
40 holiday seasons.
trimmed tree, a little
They’re also safer
twine, extra ornaments,
because they’re
and sparkly ribbon, you
made with epoxy
can create beautiful
lenses, not glass,
garlands and wreaths to
making them
hang over your front door
more resistant to
or windows. To add extra
breaking––and
twinkle at night, you can
they’re cool to the
install solar-powered
touch, so no burnt
spotlights to illuminate
ﬁngers!
If you prefer a more natural
your new (essentially
If you missed
approach to your holiday décor,
Santa’s memo about
consider making a simple wreath free!) greenery. Solar
energy-saving LEDs
or garland for the exterior of your spotlights can vary in
price, but you should
and your holiday
home. You can also use solarpowered spotlights to illuminate
be able to purchase a
lights are already up,
the greenery at night.
quality set of four for
you can still save on
about $30––and because
lighting costs. All
they run on natural energy from the sun,
you need is a programmable light timer.
there’s no additional cost to your energy
Most models cost between $10 and
bill.
$25. With a light timer, you can easily
Regardless of how you decorate your
program when you want your holiday
home for the holidays, there are plenty
lights turned on and off, which will save
of ways to save energy throughout the
you time, money, and energy. If you’re
season.
using a timer for exterior lighting, make

• Purchase only space heaters that
have been safety tested and UL
approved. Make sure the unit has
an emergency tip-over shut-off
feature and heating element
guards. Read and follow the
manufacturer’s instructions for
operation and care.
• Before using a space heater,
make sure your smoke and
carbon monoxide detectors are
in good working condition.
• Place the heater out of hightraffic areas and on a level, hard,
non-flammable floor surface—
NOT on carpets, furniture, or
countertops.
• Space heaters have one purpose
—to provide supplemental
heating. Never use them to thaw
pipes, cook food, or dry clothing
or towels.
• Remember to keep space
heaters at least three feet
from combustible liquids, like
fuel, spray cans, and paint,
and flammable items such as
draperies, blankets, and sofas.
• Never allow pets or children near
an electric heater.
• Do not overload circuits. Never
use extension cords or multiple
plugs with a space heater, and
make sure not to plug the unit
into the same circuit as other
electric appliances.
• Never leave space heaters
unattended. Turn off your space
heater and unplug it before
leaving the room or going to
bed.
www.PriceElectric.coop
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Electric space
heaters can help
warm a room
quickly. However,
they can be as
dangerous as
convenient if used
improperly. Safe
Electricity urges
everyone in the home
to understand the importance of
using space heaters safely:

December 2021
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Congratulations

Email

to the winners of Price Electric’s annual
Thanksgiving Turkey Drawing:

Price Electric
Puzzler
How closely are you reading
your issue of WEC News? Find
the answer to the question below
for your chance to receive a $25
bill credit. Drop off or mail your
answer to Price Electric or email
your answer to info@priceelectric.com. A winner will be
drawn from all correct entries on
December 31. Congratulations to
last month’s contest winner, Patti
State, who received a
$25 credit on her bill
this month.

Jack Marinich
James & Ruth Yanich
Todd Wagner

Doug & Patty Nutt
Tom Mohr
Margaret Page

Heading out of town for the
holiday season?
Remember to unplug electronics
that draw a phantom energy
load. Some gadgets like TVs,
phone chargers, gaming
consoles, and toothbrush
chargers use energy when
plugged into an outlet—even
when they’re not in use.

How many holiday seasons can
LED lights last?

Update

Answer

So far this year, PEC members
have received over $50,424.26 in
energy efﬁciency rebates through
PEC’s $mart $ense program.
Visit www.PriceElectric.coop or
contact PEC to ﬁnd out how you
can save by choosing energyefﬁcient products!

Name
Account Number
Phone
Email

John & Diana Ruud
Joseph Schetski
Kathy Kussrow

Please return to Price Electric Cooperative,
P.O. Box 110,
Phillips, WI, 54555

Don’t forget to stop in and pick
up your 2022 PEC calendar
featuring our member photo
contest winners.

Remember to Get Those
$mart $ense Rebates
Submitted!
Did you upgrade to Energy Star
appliances or lighting while Black
Friday shopping? Be certain to
check out savings that may be
available to you through PEC’s
$mart $ense Rebate Program!
Go to PriceElectric.
coop and under
“Programs”
you will ﬁnd all
the incentives
available to you.

Jeff Olson, President/CEO

W6803 Springs Drive, P.O. Box 110, Phillips, WI 54555
715-339-2155 • 800-884-0881
www.PriceElectric.coop
Ofﬁce Hours: Monday–Friday, 7:30 a.m.–4 p.m.

Greg Bortz, Editor
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